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February 27.

The doctrines of free will and of necessity rightly understood
are both true. It is necessary, that is, it was inevitable from the
beginning of things, that I should freely will whatever things I do
will

February 28.

In the moral and psychological department of thought, there is
hardly an instance of a writer who has left a considerable permanent
reputation, or who has continued to be read by after generations,
except those who have treated or attempted to treat of the whole of
some great department of speculation. Aristotle, Bacon, Hobbes,
Locke, Hartley, Hume, Reid, Stewart, Brown, Descartes, Leibnitz,
Spinosa, Kant, Condillac, Montesquieu, Adam Smith, Ricardo,
Bentham, &c., &c. The only decided exceptions which I remember
are Berkeley and Rousseau. Plato is an apparent exception, but
really a striking example of the rule. Yet few of the systems of
these systematic writers have any permanent value as systems; their
value is the value of some of their fragments. But the fragments
(the parts which are excellent in wholes which are inadmissible)
if published separate would probably have attracted little notice.
This is a tribute which mankind unconsciously pay to the value
of theory and systematic thought; which they fancy they dislike,
and are indeed never weary of decrying.

March  i,

The fanatical part of the English are just now very urgent for
a parliamentary inquiry concerning nunneries, to ascertain whether
young women are not detained in them against their will; and
there have been in two successive Sessions majorities in the House
of Commons against the Ministers for setting on foot this enquiry.
Every word they say that has the least semblance of an argument
is so literally applicable to marriage that the entire unconscious-
ness with which they triumphantly utter the most damning things
is irresistibly ludicrous. One speaker said in yesterday's debate
that a vow of obedience is contrary to the English Constitution
and a violation of the personal freedom which is the right of every
one. Another expatiated on the hardship of allowing young
women under age to bind themselves by an irrevocable engagement
when they cannot know what they are binding themselves to.
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